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In the 1920s, homosexual people in Germany, particularly in Berlin, enjoyed a higher level of freedom and acceptance than any where
else in the world. However, with the rise of Adolf Hitler, gay men and, to a lesser extent, lesbians, were two of the numerous groups
targeted by the Nazi Party and were ultimately among Holocaust victims. Beginning in 1933, gay organizations were banned,
scholarly books about homosexuality, and sexuality in general, were burned, and homosexuals within the Nazi Party itself were
murdered. The Gestapo compiled lists of homosexuals, who were compelled to sexually conform to the “German norm™. Between
1933 and 1945, according to Nazi documents, 100000 persons were arrested for homosexuality. Half of them were imprisoned, while
10.000/15.000 were interned in concentration camps.
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Homosexuals sent to concentration camps were at the beginning indentified by a
yellow band with an “A” in the middle that meant “arschficker” (= sodomite) or by
the number “175” and then by uniforms characterized by pink triangles. The highest
concentration of homosexuals were in the concentration camps of

nearby Berlin, and . However homosexuals were interned in many ()T.hl
camps, such as s s . . :
and the extermination camp of

As the Nazi hierarch Rudolf Hess witnessed, homosexuals were sent to purpose-built sheds or they were mixed with other internees.
However the mixed sheds were, if possible, avoided in order to prevent sexual deviance from spreading to “healthy” prisoners. Work
was really hard for homosexuals: they were usually sent to k0mmandos and in quarries. Moreover they were particularly ill-treated by
the SS that enjoyed inflicting on them tortures and acts of violence. They were also oppressed and raped by the other prisoners.

To the categories of torture experiments were added. Carl Vaernet, for example, tried to cure homosexuals by administering implants of
testosterone. Moreover from 1942 the forced castration of homosexuals was legalized. Castration became the most diffuse treatment
because doctors preferred it to detention, considering it more effective as therapy.

The death rate of homosexual prisoners in concentration camps is amounted to 60% (one of the biggest percentage of non-
Jewish prisoners), therefore by 1945 only 4000 persons had survived.

East Germany’s version of Paragraph 175 remained in effect until 1968. West Germany retained the Nazi law until 1969. After the war
all those persecuted by the Nazi under Paragraph 175 were classified as criminals. By the end of the century, not one has received legal
recognition as a victim of the Nazi regime.

Sources: documentary “Paragraph 1757, Homocaust by Massimo Consoli, www.giornata.org, www.olokaustos.com,

.wikipedia.com
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